Universal basic benefits preempt mandated benefits.
Many states seek to expand health care access to uninsured people. As part of their efforts, states must define a basic level of health services to which all residents would have access. Presumably, this level of services would be leaner than that now covered by most health care policies. As it is, private insurers are already mandated by all states to include certain benefits, which differ widely from state to state. However, simple fairness argues that once a state defines a basic level of health services, that level should function as a floor for everyone and replace the previously mandated benefits (which, nonetheless, may be a useful guide in defining a basic level of health services).